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LETTE 


FOUND IN 


UTOPIA: 
| Andfrom thence recommended by a very good hand tc | 
the peruſal of the Publiſher, 


Wherein (among other things) a candid Teſtimony to Mr. Sterrye 
learned and accurate Diſcourſe of the Freedomof the will, lateÞ 
ly Printed : As alſo ſome reflections upon Contending or Diſputing ( as off 
late) about matters of RELIGION. 1 i 


Witha POSTSCRIPT totheREADER. | 


Publiſhed to undeceive and quiet the minds of the People, 
By one that pities th'7»ſcription upon tl 4theniax Altar, 


1, Cor. 1.20. Where # the Diſputer of this World ? 
Job 15. 31. Let not him that is deceived truſt in vanity, for vanity ſhall bY 
bu recompence. | 
Iſa. 44 20. --- He feedeth on aſhes : A deceived heart hath turned hin 
4/ide that he cannot deliver his ſoul, nor ſay, 1s there not a Lye in ml 

' right hand. 


All things Saperable below him that is Inſuperdble : = 
| and 
All things Finite below him that is Infinite. | 
Bonitas invitts non vincitur, & infinita miſericordia non finitur. Fulgent, a@ 
Mon. 20 
DiFndiſti per omnem mundum reli110/i nomints membra religionis vim non habe 
tia. Salvian, ad Eccleſ.Cathol. Ecchoing to 2 Tim. 3. 5. 


Qui Celum dependemter habet in Revslwiionihes ſuis, variS hbi inflientigs impartialits 
exhib*re tanquam Principi in terris, avt Potefiratui ampli » : b _— limili:E 
queat expeQare in Laboribus ſuis, frutum ipſivs prxmaturum fibi producere ; idq 
tempore tempeſtivo 3 abſque omni ſulicitudine, vel timore, five Hominis, aut Beſtiz 
. G. American ws Protomartyr, 


— ———— 


—_— Sw 


*a. 


— — -- 


The Publiſhers 
PTREFACE 


APOLOGY. 


He following Letter might 

have waited ſooner upon the 

World, had the lroelineſs of the 
a Hebrew women been upon it, and 10+ « Zo. 1. 
thing to hinder the celerity of its Pro= 
duftion, but it frequently ſo falls out 
among men, that uſeful things have 
but - ſlow beginnings, and a Progreſs 
proportionable 1 in their r going on to ma- 
turity : Fonah'sÞ gourd (under which b7n45. 


he was willing to ſhade himſelf as long. 


| 
| 
” 


T be Preface. 


as he could ) came up in a night, and 
periſhed in a night ; and it may well - 
ſerve as an Embleme for things of a 
lower Yalue, or ſuch as the irkath 
of the night produces, and that cannot 
. endure the /ight of the day : much 
might be ſaid about matters of that na- 
ture , that come forth ſuddenly , and 
vaniſh accordingly, the ordinary fate of | 
» ſuch © wordly Kudiments, as periſh in 
the uſu ng, and that are ſeldomlong 1i- 
ve 

But when ts Prophet comes to 
ſpeak of. $10ns peculiar and ſupernatu- 


41% 66. 7, ral Birth-ri W he fays, 4 T hat before 


 fetravalled, ſhe "> forth ; before 
her pain came, ſhe was delivered of a 
Man-child : well may this be attend- 
ed with the </ cceeding Queries: Who 
hath hear ſuch a LE ? Shall the 
earth be made to bring forth in one day ? 
Shall a Ngtion be born at once ? Sure- 


ly 


[> 

The Pr. face. 
lythis-can never or-no where elſe. be, - 
hut where 7 ime and Erernity are 
coupled together 1n marriage : © the * Rev. 22. 
beginning andthe end, the firftand the * 
lſt,che higheſt and the Joweft,the fmoſt * z/4.46. », 
antient and honourable , with things © 
wt yes done , or of + u6 account in the g.1 Cor. 1, 
worlds eſtimation; when® a little one' 1460.22. 
hall become a theuſand,.and a ſmall one 
1ftroug Nation, and i the remnant of i 2.5.7 
fl in the midſt of many people 3 as @ 34. ph. 
Dew from the Lord, that waiteth not 
for man, nor tarrieth for the ſons of 
men; and allthis moſt amply, aſwel as . 
moſt compend:ouſly , in Him, who 
makes the Heavens and the Earth to: 
be but one (lobe, or God and Man, to: 
be but one imtre Being, or molt com- 
plete Subſiſtence, in CHRIST QUR 99m 
LORD for ever. 

If ſuch a thingas this be creeping or 
fealing upon the World like * a thief k rev.16. 


. I'Þ 
in; 


” Luk. I, 33» 
[ Eb. I. 10. 


m Heb.1.:. 


/hades of the Creature, andto' gather 


The Preface. 
inthe uight, to* umbrage all: the dark 


up, all thar 1s but ſeemingly ſuch, in- 
to the full = Brightneſs of the Fathers 
Glory, in Him, that Really is fo. And 
if + ſavoury Specimen or .T ryal hereof 


- : be candidly imparted to us, in and{ by 


n: Det. 32. 


w 


+ 


theenſuing: Epiſtle , let no man run a- 
mongthe Plot-mongers of the World 
for ſome execrable Stratagem or Hell. 
bred Device, whereby to elude the 
Diſcovery: For the Thing(in it ſelf) 
is Spiritual and Heavenly;and of a Di- 
vine Nature. (falling ſweetly upon 
us, like the ® Dew upon the graſs, Oy 


ſmall rain upon the tender herbs) and 


| ſuch muſt they be, that can give it any 


more than a civil Entertainment : and 
yet ſurely ſuch there are, that can open 
their doors to ſuch” Strangers as thele, 
and be mightypglad of their Compa- 


ny ; neither can'there be 1n 1t matter 


of 


The Preface. 
of Diſparagement, or Diſcouragement, 
or Prejudice, or Diſadvantage in the 
kaſt to any, but /uch as either ? do not, p «Cw. 2: 


" od 14. 
or cannot, or © will not underſtand it ; r Exe. 5.2. 


ſince of this &1nd of ' Learning (above _ 


ll the reſt) it 1s moſt eruly and proper- ©, «59+ 


John 6.4.5. 


= RY Sai, 


. . . / 
preter- 1gnorantem, 1.e, it hath no e- 
nemy beſides the ignorant man, and one 


whoſe Ignorance 1 the mother of his 
Devotion, 


The Letter 


Worthy Sir : | 


Received your Love inthe Lines and * Book;* a Dif- i 

| you ſent me (for fol do with much thank ful- —_—_—— ( 
. neſs acknowledgeand interpret your accoſting of the will, \ 

me with fo free and Jarge and noble a Preſent ) the by Mr. PS) 
poſthumous Work of a Perſon that was indeed of an 
(a) excellent Spirit, whereby (b) He being dead a Prov. 17. 
yet ſpeaketh ; as a Man of rich and rare Endow- 
ment ; a Star of the firs Magnitude, among thoſe 
that yere ableto ſeehim,and underſtand his worth : 
I have not yet had time to read the Book, through- 
out, but from what | have ſedulouſly, and with 
great delight peruſed, I ſhould not Rick to aſſert 
Cif that might ſtonifie any thing ) that the ſame 
Divine Glory appears in the Work, that was for- | 

merly wont to 'c) ſhine upon the face of the Work- c Eccleſ.8. | 

man \n all the true Lineaments of the molt perfect [| 

Ro the i - -— "— 


\ 
is 
{ 


: 
J 


27. | 
b Heb.1 I v4 


_ 
ti 
os «t 


LMfal. 4. 2. 


2) 

and well-accompliſhed Beauty : It needs not to be 
denied but thar the fame Vail that was upon his 
Speakings may ſtill abide upon his Writings, like 
that upon the ( d) face of Moſes, which the Apoſtle 
tells us, is to this day remaining untaken away, and 
that it cannot be removed till Chriſt himſelf removes 
it ; which wail, hedays, is done away in Chris. The 
Prophet [/aiah likewiſe ſpeaks of (e) 2 vail that is 
ſpread over all Nations, and a covering ca$t over 


” all people, which is not to be deſtroyed or ſwallow. 


ed up, but in the Mount of God, the Mountain of 
his Holinefs, or place where his Honour dwells ; 
where he makes us a Feaſt of fat things , of wines 
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, af wines 
on the lees well refined, &c. And the truth 1s, ler 
men dream and” divine, or conjefture what they 
pleaſe tothe rontrary, yet this is very certaiy, That 
all manner ff waits and coverings whatſpeyer, can 
neverbe yy ſwallowed up, or guite taken. a+. 
way, eilt (t? the'Sun.of R igteouſneſs ariſe mith heal- 
ing in his wings, and' lceedom of good will upon 
us, 

But(dear & loving Sir)there 1s a pafage in, yqur 
that p not ſo well Soribend the KG of, h 
you wil not, 1 hope, be ofended at my paraphra- 
ſing upon it (as briefly as Imay) in order toa right 
underflanding : Whereas, you ſay in your _ 

at 


(3) 


That the prefent. time is very dark.: 1 ſuppoſe 
ou meant it to be ſo, only to thoſe that are in 


the dark, 8 whoſe minds the god of this world g 2Gor.4.9. 


hath blinded ; otherwiſe to thoſe that were h Eph.5.3. 
ometimes darkneſs, but are now made light in 
the Lord, the preſent time is as lightſom to 
them,as any that ever was,” or ſhall be;tor if we 


rightly profeſs and confeſs him,' that is,and was, | Rv -1-4+ 
(9 is to come,and yet * yeſterday, and to day,and * H#.135. 


the ſame for evermore ; then wecannot but ug-. 
derftand and ſee plainly, that neither Mini- 
rations paſt, nor any that are to come, can 
make any the [eaſt change or alteration upon 
that complete ſubſeſtence, or being that we have 
in Him, | who is Head over all things unto the | Eyb.1.24, 
Church, which i his Body, the fulneſs of him 3: 
that filleth all inall; if we can witneſs, and 
bear forth this teFimony tothe world , That 
n the ſame God who conimanded the light to m2 Cer.4.6 
ſhine out of darkneſs (in that great early day, 
or moriting of the world) hath fhined into our 
hearts the light of the knowledge of the Glory 
of God in the face of Jeſus Chris3,and if by ver- 
tue of this Light we can clearly diſcern, and do 
know, that our GRE AT » REDEEMER li- «3 19.25. 
. veth, who by ® one Offering hath perfefied for » t144.16. 
ever, as many as come by faith unto him, So 14- 

B 2 that 


1,20. 
7ob. 33 7. 


FCol.4 12. 


t Col. 1,19, 


oY 


p x4. 15. that now-we can fing triumphantly with, Mo, 


es and Miriam, and all thoſe bright morning 
Stars, and bleſſed ones of God, unto the praiſe 
and glory of that one great and good work of 


q Egh.z.10, IS (whereih we are 4 created in Christ Jeſus) 


as having neither ſuperflutty nor defett in it ; 


r Tim 3.17. and «that the man of God 1s thus made per fetF, 


and ſothroughly furniſhed unto all good works 
( in that one) chat he muſt needs ſtand c complete 


for ever \nall the whole mind, and counſel, and 


will of our Heavenly Father : It theſe things be 
knoyn tous, and believed on by us, how then 
comes it to paſs, that we are ſo mightily trou- 
bled , molefied, or diſquieted about all thar 
darkneſs, and weakneſs, and want, and imper- 


feion that we find to be in our ſelves, and that 


the thoughts hereof do frequently make us (o 


 .exceeding wretched and miſerable ? fince all 


theſe things (or Privations rather) are famili- 
arly known among Believers, to be ſo diſpoſed 
and ordered by the wiſdom of the Almighty, as 
to become the (ole Inlets, or Entrance into al] 
that Light, and Strength, and Beauty, and Glo- 
ry, and fulneſs of Sufficiencie, that 1s only to be 
found in God alone (in that way of* Chriſt eter- 
nally) and no where elſe beſides, 


Wy 

And in that Day 'that great day of the Lord 

wherein theſe things are thas made manifeſt, fi- 

niſþeZ, or done for :1s, and in us, v He that js v Zh. 12. 

feebbeſt in Jeruſalem ſhall be as David (va _ KY : 

King, . a Leater,: a valiant man, : a ſweet ſin- x 53.72, 

ger in Iirael ) and the houſe of David as God, or ) ' *an-15. 

as the Mig hries {tor ſorhe word is plural) and ; ; s.. 

as the Angel of the Lord beforecThem) alt fince 23.1. 

every one ot thele, 15 now as the Angel, or Meſ- 

ſenger ot che Lord before the reſt of the Congre- 

gation, or as the Angel of the Lord be'ore 

rHim) ſo it may alſo be read, that is, a Metſen- 

ger, or Embaſſador, like his Servant ® John, to a Luke 4. 2, 
repare, or made ready bis way before him : it #5. 
being the Angel, or Meſſenger of the Lord (and pontenyt 

he only )that rightly knows & underſtands how 

to bring down every high Mountain, and how 

to lift up every low valley, and to make this an 

high-way tor the Royalty of our King to paſs 

upon in the wilderneſs: And this is that real 

Glory now, that the word can neither give, re- 

ceive, or take away, And yet® this. Honour b 7/al. 145. 
have all his Saints. Praiſewe the Lord, 09 ﬀ ® 

Having thus ſettled the main, and that which 

(inthe love and diftin& knowledge © it) is of 

infinite conſequence and concernment to the 

Souls of men > Inthe next place, Sir, yours 

men= 


(6) 
mentions the name of one, = have not heard 
Wo cered of a long time befor 0, that is Mr, W, L. * There 
you ſay, my are ſo many years elapſed fince 1 had any report, 
——_ ow either from, or conterning him tiff now, that 
hi: Tub, TI began to think, and was ready to conclude, 
Ec. that either ſome diſeaſe , or ſome ſad caſualty 
or other incident to mankind,might have carri. 

ed hirmwquite away from us, and /odged him 

in the Grave; but now I perceive by yours, 

he is alive ſtill, and lately come forth upon me 

with A 7ale of a Tub ; and becauſe ( it feems) 

| he was not willing to give himſelf any more 
Diogenes trouble, he tool (I ſuppoſe) what -came mext 
bearſed and Þand, or what firſt fell upon his mind 1n order 
rrenſp:ſed- to the buſineſs, and ſo puts me into Diogenes his 
Tub, asthe fitteſt Receptacle, or hiding place 

for me, in his own private judgment, Noy, 

< Levit. 19+ Sir, as to this, knowing him to be an © old man 
1 Fa , (that / ſpeakof) and 9 full of days, and that the 
_ 07.42.17 infirmities of Age cannot chuſe but be either 
more or leſs upon him, poſſibly at ſome times,vr 

e Heb. 5. in fome caſes,he may not have his © ſenſes ſo well 
 ® exerciſed as they ſhould be ; howeyer having 
beenan intimate familiar triend, and one of an- 

tient acquaintance with us, and a very honeſt 
well-diſpoſed Gentleman, let us try ( if you 

pleaſe ) whether we may not help him a little ac 


this dead, or dying lift. To 


(7) 


To this purpoſe, I remember very well, that 
he who writes the life of that Diogenes, that 
he ſpeaks of, among other things, hath this me- 


morable paſſage concerning him : He ſays; that x1;an. po. 
on 2 certain time he came into the Market- |y-biſt.vit. 


place at Noon-day, with a candle and lantern 
in his hand, and when they asked him what he 
made there in thatpoflure ? He faid, 'be did it, 
as ſeeking for a MAW ; and when they an- 
ſwered, that the number of ſuch. was great 4- 
bout him, being in the midſt of a croud of peo- 
ple : His Reply was, Homimes video, ſed virum 
defidero : there weremen enough indeed, he 
ſaid, but among them all, he ſaw not the man 
that he looked for. Now,Sir,it you be freector! 
muſt not impoſe ) the next time you write to Mr. 
L. deſire him to ſend us word what the man's 
name was that Diogenes fought tor ; and it he 
finds himfelf to be ata loſs about it Cas 1 doubt 
he will ) let him bur enter into the deſpicable 
Tub, 1 mean, the ſecret ſilence of Hermes, and 
there he may peradventure fee either him, or 
that which he never ſaw before, and be fo tat 
ſatisfied with the Viſion, as neverto look any 
farther. 


Diog,Lacrt. 


; But though this may perhaps ſurpriſe, or ' 


come unexpectedly upon Mr, L, ye there 1s 
| ano- 


High Diſ- 
ſentions Aa- 
mong Pro- 
fcſlors ſcan- 
dalous to 
Religion, 


* * See If. 
Tas þ 

Am.5-13. 
Heb.2.20. 


(5) 
another Friend that looks, and longs for ſome. 
thing, andto him Iam ha$tening as faſt as [ 
can, His name Mr, R, B, ( who ſentmea' 
Letter, and a (mall Book, together with yours) 
heavily complaining, not ſo much to my ſelf, as 
to ſome. other of our Friends in London, hoy 
negligent and careleſs 1 have been in not wrj. 
ting to himaccording to his expectation. Burt 
pray, Sir, the next time you {ee him, and haye 
an opportunity, be pleaſed to let him know,that 
his ſpeaking and writing may poſſibly be as of- 


feuſrove, and liable ro exception, as my ſilence, 


ard not writing : And wm that deal lainly, 
and freely with him , / do not yet f what 
Ground or Reaſon. he can have to ſhew tor in- 
tereſting himſelf in: thoſe cafna] Controwerſres, 
or Combats, or conflits, or fightings after the 
manner of men, that are now ſo hotly purſued, 
to the ſhame. and ſcandal of Religion, and all 
the Profeſſors. of .1t,. as .if they could live 'no 
where in the world without driving a mighty 
fierce violent trade of inconſiStencie among 
themſelves : What needs he to concern him- 
ſelf, or medale inthele matters? Having. lit- 
tle or nothing elſe to do that [know of. © Can't 
he * fit flill, and be quiet, waiting in * ſilence 
upon God, as would -be$F.of all. become him ? 
ITO | Does 


Does he not know ? Afﬀuredly yes ; he does, 

and cannot but know, Zhat ' the weapons of t > cer.10. 

the Chriſtian warfare are not carnal, but migh. +5: 

ty through God, to the pulling down of ftrong 

holds ; cating down imaginations,Reaſonings, 

Diſputations , ( »». ) and every high thing 

that exalteth it ſelf again$t the knowledge of 

God, and bringing into captivity every thought 

to the obedience of Chriſt; And as for all' o- 

ther weapons managed by g vgin man, that 

would be wiſe, though born like the wild Aſſes 

colt, they arealtogether uſeleſs and uaprofita- 

ble about the' matters we. mention, or. things 

that we now ſpeak of;and ſuch as avail not in 

the leaſt to þ, the Reſurreftion of the dead ; ra- k « ow. 

ther darken and cloud, and eclipſe, and keep 32- 

under that light and life of God, that might o- + 

therwiſe ſhine, and come forth abundantly, to 

the i glorifying of our Heavenly Father, and ; xu.s 16, 

the mutual * edifying of one another in love, * Eph-4 16. 
Thou ') man of God, flee theſe things , fays 

the Apoſtle: What things ? | Peryerſe Diſpy- 1 i Tim.6. 

tings of men of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of 5 ***vmP: 

the Truth (as it is in Jeſus) ſuppoſing that the 

gain (of alittleempty breath, 1n popular ap- 

plaufe orthe like)is Godlinefs ; from ſuch with 

draw thy felf, he (ays in his On and ſerious 


ad- 


p Job 21.12, 


(to) 


advice 'to * Timorby "Ws dedriy beloved: Son, 
1. Zim. 6, Tothe aw effet4 others, though 
y 


perhaps not ſo higlhy or divinely mfpired : Sir 
Written o« FF Wotton was a very worthy Perſon, a man of 
ener excellent parts for Learning, and other aſeful 


the plain agg : 
Heble of abilities among men in his day and time, who 


Germain * never ſpake more like himfelf, or to better pur- 
appoint, poſe, than when be ſaid, and took it for his 


Hic jacet  Mfgtea, That; Diſputandi prutitus fit Eccleſige 


—_ ram Scabies : The Itch of Diſputing is made, 
mus Audtor, op becomes the Scab of the Churches, And 


—_— when was it ever more lamentsbly upon them 


Ecclefarum than now 1n this Conjundture ? What itching 
Scabies. . and ſcratching there hath been among the feqe- 
lias games ral Parties both at home and abroad, 1 need not— 
M2" of fell you, the Infamy of it is too notoriews ; yea, 
the States- What reſiſting one another ,, even. unto Blood 
men of Er- Cquatenus Parties at leaſt) not in their " ſtriving 
gland (ince cos ; 
the Refor- 4gain3t ſin which would have been very com- 
mation, p- mendable) but rather in their ftriving, and con- 
6 trending to maintain and uphold fin, in all 
4 thoſe fleſhly © formalities that are ſufficiently 
FN _ known to have nothing of the Life, and Power, 
or Opiritof God in them, 
_ And ye on they go for all this, and are upon 
tbeir march Jehu-like, and furiouſhy enough, 
and many fore Battles, and ſad Rencounters 


they 


(8) 
they rave had of .Jate, here and there, wherein 
mazagainſt man, and Book, againſt Book, and rome | 
Party againſt Party __ bee bitterly and letibuire? 
ſpitefully engaged, all ng in the ſhadow 

(as old Hermes laid rn dp uffeting 

one another. ( Andabatarum a} blindfold 

and in the dark, ſo long, until they have made 
themſelves extremely ridiculous and comteryp- 
 tibleinitheſight and viewof all that are © ſober, 91 ng 5 
and p diſcreet, and qimpertial, and * "wiſe-beer= 11 ſal. 112: 
ten g'us, who c4xnot 'but fee the formal 5. 
Spirit'#hus divided againſt it ſelf, to tbe.inits 1 Jo anon 


root and frutt, the very ſame with that which Dan.i2.;. 
1smoſt profane or common among men, 


-— pudet bc opprobria nobis, &c. 


A ſhame it is for us tothear -and ſee, 
| How ſadly the Parttesdifagree. 


And Ul this for want of yielding that Sove- 

(Power and Authority in Heaven and \ Mat. 26: 
Earth, to thats PRINCE OF PEACE, and | , _—_ 
bleſſed Son of God, -to whom of right it » be» 
longs, and: peculiarly appertains : Hence i is 
that there have been fo many Aceldemaes, {0 


dy ields-of Blood; in-all 7rmes and Ages, 
C 2 in 


(z) 

 tinthisandother No tions, Provinces;and:Coug.! 

S by _ tries, That the » Chriſt of God, the * Anoimed 

'.. *_ of the Father, that juSF and Holy One, hath 

y A#.3.14. not only .been.y denied, but cruelly : flainz' and 

— murthered, by wicked lawleſs:hands, in the 

a Revel. 11. ſtreet of that * great City , which, 3s ſpiritually 

hats: called Sodom and Egypt ; where alſo OUR 

"2" LORD IS CRUCIFIED. ' And the » Man of 

+. - » Sttadvanced;/in the anterim;:and put into hug 

Throne, or Stat, whucannever manage, or car . 

ry on his work, without abundance of bloothand 

- cruelty ; and yet not prevail in the ifſuc nei. 

« Revel.. 12, ther, but prevailed.again3 j&r ever, by Mi. 

7, B. chael and: bis Angels, when, $hey.-coms| forth 

conquering and to conquer, in the name and 

ſtrength of that Great and Mighty God, who 

g Ms 1s not only Potent, but - Omnipotent ; not only 
e-- 15.3 Mighty, but © Almighty. - " h 

Upon which undoubted certainty, 'How 

good is that of the Pſalmiſt ! Yea, how ex- 

* 17.1, Cecding worthy, even of all mens * acceptati- 

'5- 'on! Letnotthe Ruſers, or Potentates,or Great 

Ones of the Earth (to whom hethere in'a ſþt+ 

cial manner dire&s his ſpeech) think it, any 

Adiſparagement to them ,. or any whit below 

chem, to fond bow before it, leſt inevitable 

ruine attend them, ' tor their negleing Or refur 


ſing 


. 


(13) 


þn ſo to.do Be wiſe non therefore, ft 0. 3e f ſal. 2.10- 
Kings, he ſays, be infirufied ye Judges of the 11 12- 


Earth. Servethe Lord with fear, and rejoyce 
with trembling ; kiſs the Son leſt he be angry, 


and ye periſþ trom the e Way (the 7ruth, and the 8 ?ob.14.5. 


Life,) When his wrath i kindled but a little ; 


what then? AſÞort elliptick, phraſe, implying, Contraria 


That 4s contraries do beſt illufirate, and ſet 


fita magis 


forth one another,ſo none ſo accurſed;or unſpea- cluyeſcuar. 


kably, miſerable, as they who fall into 9, way of 
atietion or Zourſe of abſolute contrariety, 
to, Bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in 
him. It no Creatures under Heaven be in fo 


hw, and mean, .and baſe, and deformed, and 
dangerous, and ruinous a- condition,. as they 


who ' draw back unto perdition, according to the Þ Htb-10. 
rate of the i Son of Perdition,by an evil bearrt of 7 Theſ.2. 


unbelief : then it muſt needs follow by the Rule 
weare upon, That none ſo exceedingly bleſſed and 
bappy as they, who are * taught of God, and 


inabled thereby to | believe unto the ſaving of | Heb- 19 


the Soul. And upon that account, be it ſeriouſ. ** 
ly confidered of, by your ſelf, Sir, and accor-/ 
dingly by us all, that being the Apoſtle, after he 
ha freely and fully debated all matters of out- 


ward QOrger , concludes , That ® neither cir- , $15.6, 


cumeiſion availeth anything, nor uncircumci- 
hs ”Y wn 


n Heb.'11, 


6, 

Aark 9-23. 
Epb.s.3, 

1 Pet. 1.5- 
0 Rom.13. 
IO, 

1 Cor. 13. 


13+ 
Col.3. 14. 


Pp Jam. 1.20, 


(14) 


fron, but faith which worketh by love ; fince. 


there is not any thing under a Form, or elſe. 
where to be met with (among the circumciſed, 
or the uncircumciſed ) that can profit in the 
leaſt, await, or ſignifie , without n faith -to- 
wards God, and » love to one another. 

Were 1 bur worthy,or any way fit to bean Ad- 
wiſer to the ſeveral Partyſhips among us:I would 
bereupon in a fair and friendly way ſuggeF thus 
much'unto them, that as their croſſeng and con- 
tradifiing , and difturbing .( eſpecially their 
hating and being angry with one .another) can 
never do any good ( for the P wrath of man 
works not the righteouſneſs of God ) ſo let them 
duly and timely conſider, how much in oppoſing 


and gainſaying one another , on this manner 


© they muſt needs opp;ſe and gatnſay the mingand 


q Ron, 14. 
17. 


* SocalleJ, 
Jam. 3.14» 


t Row. 13.3 


will of God, whole Kingdom # Righteouſneſs 
and Peace, and Joy in the Holy Gho8T, and that 
hath nothing at all of that flrife and contenti- 
0n 1n It, that now we ſpeak of ; more eſpecial- 
ly let them take heed, that by their *. bitter 
zeal and animoſities they ingage not too far, or 


ſtand n0t out too long, upon a ſtubborn diſobe- 


dience to that great counſel and command of 
r Love (upon which ſo much. of a Chriſtzan 
courſe depends) left they all periſh, and fall 

; thereby 


©, 
thereby into the ſame condemnation : See to 
this purpoſe Jam, 3. I. where the words are, 
;My Brethren, be not many Maſters, that is, do 
not that which love forbids, who t waunteth 
mt ber ſelf : Benot too Magiſterial 'in obtru- 
ding,or impoſing your own ſentiments in point 
of Opinion (and that ſome call Religion) leſt 
ye receive thereby the greater condemnation, 
asthere it follows. 

Betore I remove or go quite off from hence, 
et me put you in mind, Sir, or be your Remem- 
brancer once for all, of that moſt excellent and. 
feaſonable Advertiſement which our ApoS9le 
(yea, our Great » Apoſile) gives us by the 
meuth or hand writing of Paulin one of his E- 
piſtles, which 1 rake to be ſopertinent and pre- 
t10us, in oppoſition to all the monſtrous de- 
ba-cheries and follies, and vanities of this Age, 


that the Dawnings of it among us would be. 


more than Aurora-like when ready to bring 
forth the Sun, or the Sun to bring forth the 
Spring, or the Spring the varieties of all the 
whole Creation, The Place that | mean is, Rom, 


[7am.0.1. 
Expl. 
t 1Cor.1l3, 
4+ 


u Heb 3 %, 


13. fromy 12, and ſoon, where it is thus re- Row. 13.12, 


corded, and written for our Admonition, The 
night is far ſpent, the day is at band, let us 
therefore caſt off the works of darkneſs, and let 

us 


13,14. 


(16) 
and* 


x 7 33 23 let us put on the Armour of light, let us walk 


y Gez.49, hbone$th as in the day, not in rioting and drun- 
Lu 23.1 kenneſs, not in chambering and wantonneſs, not 


Heb 13.20 in ſtrife and envying ; but put ye on the Lord 
5 por Feſus Chriſt, and make' not proviſion for the 
fleſb, to fulfil the Iufts thereof. May the Great 


23. 
<.10.11, F f | y 
/ AR. 17. x [nterpreter , one of a thouſang, the chief 


[1, Y Shepherd and = Feeder of {ſraet be intreated, 
— prevailed with, tolead us into the life and 
© 3 Epi. power, intothe truth and ſubFance of all this, 


= _—__— of this all, which will otherwiſe be but vain- 


ez : ly read, or talked of among the people. 

Lady Sepbia © Bur, Sir, one thing more 1 muſt add, andit 
cm ſhall be the Coronis or Conelufion of the whole, 
noble and for I may not paſs, ſo much as a ſeemeng ne- 


— gle, upon that truly * noble and Right > Hono- 


dwells. Table © Lady with * whom you reſide, who hath 
d 1.60.15. made us both happy * your felt eſpecially) in 


1 Cor.6, — ' 
® the injoyment of her 1cquaintance, as an emi- 


« Man of ment Patern of that eternal | excellencie that 


imſelf . "fs - : 
——— God un re with his people in, when he 


diſtance makes tbem his © Sons and Daughters : Let me 


from the : . | 
laden therefore jintreat you to favour me ſo far, as 
of Godin LO pay My due reſpedts 1n full to her Honour : 
Chriſt, an? and ſo muchthe rather, becauſe you know, that 


reatcſt e- A - Day ; 
a there. [am not 7 4 capacity of doing It N my /elt, at 
unto, : y {uch 


03, 
{ugh a-diſtdrize 3 Wuillal,, pray let. thi. ſer vice be 
attended with an humble intimation, that I do 
with much weneration, and;ſubmiſſeon to the 
Divine Will congratulate that accefs of Pignity, 
lately put upon ber even bythe ApoSte himlelt, 
wherehe lays his Commands upon-us, to f No- | , 7:1... 
#our-Widows that are Widows ind ed; that is, 8. 
ſuch. as -have\ been lawfully looſed, onxightfully 
Jiſobliged from all manner of Compatis, Agree- 
ments,or Combinations;in the fleſh,to be totally 
afftanced or eſpouſed, to. * thats'one Husband, « Vidua non 
who-always loves, and reveribates; ane: ever _ | 
: lives.to God in the.Spiritsj and; never. dies: tO the target 
any thing but thefie/þi;, And this.isthatk Mar- ſenſe, put- 
riagethat Tlook.upon as honaurable indeed,and nfm 
the bed that 35 \.undefiled; \.and. as. far thoſe von Lnuſts 
Whoremongers and Adiltereys\,\or Fernicators 7 oy = 
of this. wor{d (> filthy vile perſens)chatcan ea- 2. | 
fily, and withour remorſe proſtitute their. Souls, */ ee hs 
their Bodies, their Eſtates, their Reputations, {Hel 7-25. 
any thing, every Yhing' (be it either Sacred or #9n6-19. 
Civil ; to their dwn' Prodigious and unbridled * $134 
lusts,' let God alone tojudge them, and to make 11: 
It appear what they are, as be daily does,and will uaee 
do it, more” and more, to tbe .praiſe.of- his boly 
Name, and the great and' fingular iyrourage- 
ment of all thoſe that'have 7 ſecret" Antipathy, 

[> wha Bbc well 


£ 


(18) 
well and truly fixed and eſtabliſhed inthem g. 
gainſt all ſuch lewd, and lowd-crying Abomina. 

tions : Inthe mean time, or while this is doing, 
according to the counſel and: care that God 

takes of his own Affairs, what ſhall we write 

upon the Premiſes, but Hinc Lachryme ? or 

| Exc, 19, Ehat doleful ſaying of the Prophet, | This is a 
14: Lamentation ,, and ſhall be for a lamentation, 
ſo long as it does continue. ; 

+ And now, Sir, that you have occaſionally 
drawn me forth to this length, that is not or gi- 

nary with me in things of this nature. If what 

[ have written, may in the leaſt refreſh, dejight, 

mNeh.8.10 op Jo you good,as a furtherance: of your m Foy, 
- plat $45 your ® Peace, your » Reft in God, it flands as 
6,7: a difþ ready drefſed upon the Table betore you, 
and having told'you that you are kindly'and 

heartily welcome toit ; 1 do atcordingly bid 

p 2 Cer. 13- you P Farewell, —” 


Your s,4and every one's that loves and walks 
in the truth, as it is im ogr bleſſed 
- Lord Feſus : .. | 


Erimaſtix Philalethes, 


| RCP. 
Dated front Perhel, near the Poo] of Berhefda, Fe 
in the Lad of our Immanwel, whers the, \'- f -.; 
Angel gives it in upon Oath That time fall © , 
be no more, Apoc, 10, Or wheve all thingy + - *! 
are meaſured according to the account of God, 
and not accerding to the ſhallow Regiſter of 
Mays Day and Time, A 


09) 


A Poſtlcript 


To THE 
READER 
Courteous Reader : 


F the * ſrales of ignorance be fallen 42-9. 18. 
trom thine eyes, and the care ofthy 
Native Country fo dear to thee, as 
it ſhould and ought to be, * thy Spirit b 17-16. 
muſt needs be ftirred (as Pauls was 
at eAthens) toſee the poor diſtreſſed 
Nation ſo mightily over-run with 
Formality on the one hand, and Pro- 
faneneſs on the other, both combining 
in their Keſe and Propreſs to ruine 
and undo the people; whilſt they open- 
ly proclaim to all the world, and teſti- 
fie at length to our very faces, the va- 
2 nity 


c Ha.g.s. 


(29) | 
nity of our contending about our Reli- 

tus Intereſts,. and that.we have 
fought m the. fheduwi, fo long tl we 
have loft the Subſtance. 

And yet although it be-true,that of 
all Pilots, he had need to be the moſt 
Skilful that thall undertake to guide 
and carry the Ship ſecurely,and let her 
fall down 1nto a ſafe and even courſe 
between Scylla and. Charybde, or theſe 
two dangerous Rocks of Formality 
and Profaneneſs : confideriog like- 
wiſe that of all Paſſengers or T ra- 
vellers under Heaven, either by Sea 
or Land, none have more need of an 
able Convoy,or © mighty Defence upon 
them, than ſuch as are obnox:ous, or 
in danger to be. ſet upon by theſe wo 
potent eArmies of Formality and Pro- 
faneneſs (always in a readineſs. on the 
Frontiers of Chriſtianity ). under 
whoſe ConduF, and in whale Maga- 


F1nes 


C21) 
ztner lie enveloped all the Counſels, 
and Contrrvances, and Inſtruments and 
Executions of Cruelty and Confuſion , 
of Miſchief and Sorrow that ever the 
World heard of. 


Notwithſtanding all this, and what elfe 
might be farther ment ioned, look what the 
Propb:t mintions inthat formidable inftance of 
6 Syria's being confederate with Ephraim q j,.., 2.4, 
(when the hearts of the people were moved as the 
trees of the wood are maved with the wind ) 
that's {till in zſe, an1 chittty to be regarded; 

Take heed, and be quiet, he \ays, and then fear 
nit, ne:ti-r be faint- h-art-d, for the two tails 
of thite ſmoaking firebrands, or portentous 
blazing Co nts Fo;rmalicy and Projaneneſs, 
For albeit like Zannes and: Jambres, and 
the relt of that Society, they (both) muer up 
all the:r might, and bring forth all their flock, 
of Policy avd Power to withſtand the true Mo- 
ſes, or hinder the © riſing Sun, yet ſhall they e 2al.4. 2+ 
; proceed no farther, when once their folly ſhall $2793: 
be made manifest toall men, as theirs alſo was. © 

Whereunio if this ſmall Epifile, or {lender 
tntimation thereby ſuggeſted, may but in the 
lealt be ſubſervient, or any way I 
94 


_ a MN » = > 
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(22) 
let God have the Praiſe, and bis People the be. 
nefit of it, which will fully and exally anſwer 
the End, or Deſigne of this "Publication where- 
by nothing is more” deſired than to ſee the Life 
of the LORD JESUS EXALTED, in the 
voiding of theſe things, and his own way of 
WORSHIP - ADIIINIS TRATIONS exer. 
ciſed and put inprafiiſe , IN SPIRIT AND 
TRUTH among us. 

k Revel.22. Evenlo, Þ Come Lord Feſus, Come quickly, 
_— Making the i Heavens and the Earth, and all 


v 7op. 4.24. 


i 1[a.66.2.2., 
2 _— 13. things new; * Revealing to us the abundance 
--—WpY of Truth and Peace ; \ ReFtoring. ® renewing, 


+ ab 33.6. and filling the, " face of the World with the 
| 42.3. _ knowledge, and love, and fear of the Lord, as 
-— en ' o the waters cover the Sea; when our fleſh, or 
n 1ſ:27.6. tired-out condition ſhall 1 reſt in hope, and 


" Plico. q Times Of refreſhing come from that ' Beati- 


.16 
Nt 3.19 fical Viſion, or moſt calm and ſerene ' Preſe / nce, 
c FS ”* that hath fulneſs of Joy in it, and everlaſting 
Pleaſure. Even ſo, Amen, 
Ter. 51.7 
Babylende- Babylon hath been a a5 uh Cup inthe Lords 
rcited, hand, that made all the Earth drunken : 


the Na ations have drunken of her Wine, there- 
ſore the Nations are mad, 


Pha. 


(23) 
Pſal 37. 53 6, 


And of Sion it ſhall be ſaid, This and that $Simex«!- 
man was born in her ; and the Higheſt himſelf 
ſhall eſtabliſh her. | | 

The Lord (hall count, when he wriceth up 


the people : that this man was born there 
Selah. 


In thy light we ſee light, Pla. 35. 9. 
FN 10S 
OR 


THE END 


of all things is at hand : Be ye therefore ſober 1 Per. 4-7; 
and watch unto Prayer : But above all things, 8. 

have fervent love among your ſelves ; for love 

will coyer the multitude of fins , and both 

timely corre@, and totally expunge, or wipe 


out all the 
£ERRATA 


that may be found in the Author or his Book, 
the Workman or the Work, R 
T 


2 Cor. 5, 14+ 


(24) 4 

The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us thus to 
judge : that if Onedied for all, then were all * 
dead : 
And that he died for all, that they which ? 
live ſhould nor henceforth ha unto than. © 


ſelyes, but unto Him which died for them and ; 
roſe again, 


AMEN. HALELUFAH," 


Which being Interpreted, is, 


PRAISE YE GOD. 


